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of relief was mixed with the still present memory of a
desperate peril And then came the question as to
what was to come next. That the old policy of the
Board would be revived and pursued when the end of
the Proctors' year delivered it from their inconvenient
presence, was soon understood to be out of the
question. The very violence of the measures at-
tempted had its reaction, which stopped anything
further. The opponents of Tractarianism, Orthodox
and Liberal, were for the moment gorged with their
success. What men waited to see was the effect on
the party of the movement; how it would influence
the advanced portion of it; how it would influence the
little company who had looked on in silence from their
retirement at Littlemore. The more serious aspect of
recent events was succeeded for the moment by a
certain comic contrast, created by Mr. Ward's engage-
ment to be married, which was announced within a
week of his degradation, and which gave the common-
rooms something to smile at after the strain and ex-
citement of the scene in the Theatre. But that passed,
and the graver outlook of the situation occupied men's
thoughts.

There was a widespread feeling of insecurity.
Friends did not know of friends, how their minds
were working, how they might go. Anxious letters
passed, the writers not daring to say too much, or
reveal too much alarm. And yet there was atill some
hope that at least with the great leader matters were
not desperate. To his own friends he gave warning*,